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A note from the Editor’s desk:

Welcome to the beginning of the 2009/2010 season at the Pruyn House!  There was an impressive array of member activities over the summer: informal Chapter get-togethers, consort rehearsals and performances, and workshop attendance, to name a few.   A very special thank-you to 
Ole Christensen and Allen Lescak for easing the formal leadership transition for the upcoming year! 
Yearly Schedule:

Heartfelt appreciation is extended to the Program Committee – Allen Lescak and Jack Ishman - for coordinating this year’s conductors and rehearsal dates (attached).
Scholarships:

. The Adirondack Baroque Consort supports a national Scholarship and also the William and Jane Coffee Regional Recorder Scholarship through our Hudson-Mohawk ARS Chapter.
 http://abconsort.org/abconsort/who_we_are.html 
Dues:

Carol Turner is the Chapter Treasurer.  Dues (form attached) can be paid at the first meeting, or may be sent directed to her at: 1478 New Scotland Road, Slingerlands, NY 12159.   Local dues remain at $15. Please make checks payable to the ‘Hudson Mohawk Recorder Chapter of the ARS.  National ARS dues are an additional $45.  Members may also individually renew national membership.

Music Library:
Use of the music library for personal or consort use is encouraged.  Current rules of library use are as follows:

1- Only members of the Chapter may check out music and other materials. 

2- Music must be signed out on the sign​ out form.

3- Duration of loan is 2-3 months. 

4- Music should be returned to Nancy Crowther at any meeting.

Please direct your questions to Nancy Crowther at nancy@crowther.org  or during a meeting.

Consort News: (mark your calendars!)
 - The Bleecker Consort will perform at the Cathedral of All Saints' Medieval Faire on Sat Oct 24 from 12:30 to 1:15 

-The Adirondack Baroque Consort future events: 

in concert at the Valatie Community Theatre, 3031 Main Street, Valatie, NY  12184, Sunday, September 13, 2009  2:00 PM in concert at the Medieval Faire in the at the Cathedral of All Saints, Elk Street, Albany, NY. Saturday, October 24, 2009, at Noon and in concert at Saratoga First Night, Saratoga Springs, NY, Thursday, December 31, 2009, 6 PM and 7 PM.  During the performances an outstanding recorder student from the area public schools will be selected and will perform one piece with the ABC to showcase the school district's recorder program (venue to be announced).

 

 - The Hagen Consort performed a program entitled, “Imagery in Nature and Spirituality” in the woodland chapel at the Pyramid Life Center, Pyramid Lake, NY, on August 1, 2009, to an audience of ca. 75 Adirondack family campers. 

Summer Workshop News:

 - Amherst Early Music Festival. (From Sue Wright): Sue Wright attended the second week of Amherst Early Music Festival at Connecticut College in New London, CT.  She concentrated on lute classes.  These included a mixed group for Medieval Songs, including singers, recorders, lutes, harps and percussion; lute master class with Ron McFarlane, and practice for the lute cabaret show on Friday evening:”Desperate Housewives of Shakespeare's England”.  John Wilson was also there the second week, and Laura Lane attended both weeks.  
(From John Wilson) Sue's lute cabaret (Friday night group performance, run by Ronn McFarlane - see http://www.ronnmcfarlane.com/ - , Phil Rukavina, and Doug Freundlich) was really impressive -- it sounded great and the singers threw in a little acting, which made it even more fun.

I also took a beginning lute class with Phil and Doug and had a lot of fun, although we didn't get very far ….                                                                                                                                                 (even the basic mechanics were surprisingly difficult). Other than that I played harpsichord in a baroque ensemble coached by Craig Trompeter, and was in two Renaissance recorder consorts run by Tish Berlin and Tom Zajac.  Tish's group played on a matched set of van der Poel Renaissance recorders.  That was neat, but honestly kind of distracting since we spent a lot of time fiddling with special fingerings…(continued on page 2) 

(different on each member of  the set) and getting the hang of reading music on the G-altos and G-bass, which took time away from really polishing the music itself.  Also I found out that I've been breathing wrong my whole life.  Tom's group turned into an all-Prescott group so there was some fiddling with tuning there too, especially because most people didn't have all sizes so there was a lot of borrowing of unfamiliar instruments, not all of which had been ordered with the same fingering.  But in general they were more consistent than the van der Poel set.
The Chapter History Project:
Our active discussion last season on grant writing led to a realization that the documented history of the Hudson  Mohawk Chapter of the American Recorder Society (needed both for grant applications, as well an important archival resource itself) is largely comprised of oral tradition and past issues of the HMRS Newsletter.  This is largely true of the Chapter consorts as well. Consequently, we are asking:

(1) Members of the HMRS Chapter to send along recollections of the history of the Chapter (an electronic/e-mail version is preferred, but we will transcribe script accounts as well!!)
(2) Representatives of the Chapter consorts to send along recollections/descriptions of the history and general activities of the consorts (same caveat as above re: electronic or script reports; I already have some thank to the websites of the consorts – ABC and Corelli Clash, in particular)
This should not be so daunting if each of us could spend about an hour or so with our recollections (actually, YOUR recollections as I am so new to the group). We actually have a good start after my brief interview with Ole Christensen and Allen Lescak. Dekuji mockrat za hesky pomoc! (Many thanks for your kind help! Continued page 3…)
 

President’s Corner:

I hope everyone had a great summer, hopefully including the recorder!  Thanks to the many new and returning officers and committee members for keeping the Chapter vital and growing.  I’m looking forward to an enjoyable upcoming year.   We have noticed that we apparently have no written record of the Hudson-Mohawk Chapter history (!)  Such a history is valuable in grant writing as well as general knowledge.  So if you know some history of the Chapter, particularly early history, we would be interested in it.  Let Michael or I know if you can help with the history or know someone who can.  Hope to see you at the first meeting of the year on Sept. 16!
· Lee Danielsen


Important Chapter Information and Web Links: (Likely, I have missed some. please forward those for the next newsletter)
HMRS Website and Yahoo Group Page:

· http://www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.org/ 

· http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/hudsonmohawkrecorder/ 

 Consorts:

· Adirondack Baroque Consort http://abconsort.org/abconsort/who_we_are.html 
· Corelli Clash http://www.corelliclash.org/
· Sweetbriar
· Crow Hill Consort

· Hagen Consort

· Yamaha Mamas
Recorder Resources:

· The Recorder Shop  http://www.therecordershop.com/
· Courtly Music http://www.courtlymusicunlimited.com/
· Von Huene Workshop http://www.vonhuene.com/
· Prescott Workshop http://www.prescottworkshop.com/
Annual Dues: We need your help as the Chapter expands both in membership and the level of playing. (A real deal, as the dues have not been raised in some years…especially nice in this economy!)



Cover Image:
Alto Recorder in F, ca. 1700 (Met Museum)
Made by Johann Benedikt Gahn (German, active 1698–1711) Nuremberg, Germany, Ivory; L. 19 1/8 in. (48.6 cm)  From: The Crosby Brown Collection of Musical Instruments, 1889 (89.4.909)

“Johann Benedikt Gahn was admitted as master in the Nuremberg wood-turners guild in 1698. Specializing in musical instruments, he maintained a workshop until his death in 1711. About sixteen recorders and a few oboes of ivory or boxwood have survived. Some of his recorders, like this one, feature a carved decoration with acanthus leaves and a mask, a motif linked to Nuremberg and appearing on other instruments by other makers. It occurs on peg boxes of viols and on recorders of the famous Nuremberg woodwind maker Johann Wilhelm Oberlender the Elder (1681–1763). The alto recorder, one of several members of the recorder family, became the favorite size after 1700 and many chamber pieces were written for it. It was also assigned solo tasks in orchestral works of the period.”
Credits: http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/recd/ho_89.4.909.htm
Johann Benedikt Gahn: Alto Recorder in F (89.4.909)". In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000–.
New Feature - Recorders of Interest:

Please consider taking a photograph of one of your most favorite recorders and send along with a description or story..I will place it on the cover with a description to share with others…
Chapter Leadership:

President: Lee Danielson
Immediate Past-President: Ole Christensen
Secretary: Michael Murphy
Treasurer: Carol Turner
Facilities: Will Crowther
Librarian: Nancy Crowther
Webmaster: Sandy Lawrence
Scholarship Committee: Jutta Von Schwerin, Sue Wright, Emmy Grubb

Program Committee:  Jack Ishman, Allen Lescak
Members and Friends Survey: 

In an effort to build both the history as well as the profile of the Hudson Mohawk Chapter of the ARS, we will be distributing a survey to members and friends to volunteer some crucial information. This information may be sent ahead by e-mail (i.e. electronically to murphmj@cobleskill.edu ) which makes it easy for us to cut and paste, or by snail mail (to Michael Murphy, 259 South Manning Blvd., Albany, New York 12208; I am happy to transcribe these), or simply call and I will take notes (518-810-6274). Below is a very brief synopsis of what I gleaned from Ole and Allen at the summer meeting regarding the history of the Chapter. To be certain, there are errors that will need to be corrected at each iteration of the report.

In brief:  The Hudson Mohawk Chapter of the American Recorder Society started out in the 1950’s as two distinct Chapters: The Northeast Chapter (North of the Mohawk) and the Capital District Chapter. The two Chapters combined sometime in the mid-1980’s (to consolidate waning membership? Resources?). We are, therefore, one of the oldest Chapters in the nation. However, we have hardcopies of HMRS Newsletters and Chapter notes from only about August, 1997 (If you have earlier documents, please send copies of them along). The Chapter currently has/hosts six consorts of various sizes in pure (all recorders) and broken (recorders + other instruments) arrangements. We have tentatively identified a few individuals who might be able to supply more of the early history and could use a few more contacts.
Survey information requested: (again, very helpful in grants!!; these are optional and you should feel comfortable leaving out information you do not wish to share)
· Name 
· How long have you been a member or friend of the Chapter

· What consorts do you play in? 

· Were you previously in other consorts (either extant or no longer in existence)

· What instruments do you play

· Do you have formal music background? Please describe.

· What is/was your main profession in life?

· What can you recall about the origins or history of the Chapter? 
· Do you have any anecdotes to share with the membership about the Chapter?


Meeting Date
Conductor/Events

Wednesday

Joseph Loux
9/16/09
  

Thursday

Betty Gallagher
10/1/09
  

Wed.


Ole Christensen
10/14/08
  

Thur.


Fall Recital
11/05/09
 
 
Wed.


Will and Nancy Crowther
11/18/09
  

Sunday
Holiday Open House (TBD)
12/06/09
 

Thur.


Laura Hagen
1/07/10



Wed.


Ole Christensen
01/20/10
  

Thur.


Jack Ishman
02/04/10
  

Wed. 


Bring Your Own Music
02/17/10
  

Meeting Date
Conductor/Events

Thur.


Joseph Loux
03/04/10
  

Wed.


Richie & Elaine Henzler
03/17/10
  
Thur.


Ann Githler
04/01/10
  
Wed.


Bring Your Own Music
04/14/10
  

Sat.


Workshop (TBD)
04/24/10

  
Thur.


Debbie Segel


05/06/10
  

Wed.

Recorder/Choral Ensemble 
05/19/10

(Details TBA)
Thur.


Spring Recital
06/03/10
 
 
Wed.


Picnic 6:00-7:30
06/16/10
 
Joseph Loux
Hudson-Mohawk Chapter American Recorder Society


Dues 2009-10





Name_________________________________





Address_______________________________





Phone#________________________________





E-mail_________________________________





______Local Chapter Dues $15





______National ARS Dues $45 (includes ARS magazine)





_____Gift to Chapter





Return to:  Carol Turner


                    1478 New Scotland Rd


	      Slingerlands, New York 12159
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Hudson Mohawk Chapter of the American Recorder Society


2009-2010 Schedule





All meetings are at 7:30 in the main Pruyn House unless otherwise noted.


(You might wish to place an extra copy on your refrigerator or calendar!) 











